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AN BILLE UM CHOMHIONANNAS (FORALACHA ILGHNEITHEACHA), 2017
EQUALITY (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) BILL 2017

Bill
entitled
An Act to amend the Employment Equality Act 1998 and the Equal Status Act 2000 by

prohibiting discrimination on the basis of a person’s social and economic background;
and to provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Oireachtas as follows:

Definitions
1. In this Act—

“Act of 1998” means the Employment Equality Act 1998, as amended;
“Act of 2000” means the Equal Status Act 2000, as amended.

Amendment of section 2 of Act of 1998
2. Section 2 of the Act of 1998 is amended in subsection (1) by the insertion of the
following after the definition of “disability”:

“ ‘Disadvantaged socio-economic status’ means a socially identifiable status of
social or economic disadvantage resulting from poverty, level or source of
income, homelessness, place of residence, or family background;”.

Amendment of section 6 of Act of 1998
3. Section 6 of the Act of 1998 is amended in subsection (2) by the insertion of the
following after paragraph (i):

“(j) that one has a disadvantaged socio-economic status and the other has
not (in this Act referred to as “the socio-economic ground”).”.

Amendment of section 2 of Act of 2000

4. Section 2 of the Act of 2000 is amended in subsection (1) by the insertion of the
following after the definition of “disability”:

“ ‘Disadvantaged socio-economic status’ means a socially identifiable status of
social or economic disadvantage resulting from poverty, level or source of
income, homelessness, place of residence, or family background;”.

10

15

20

25


http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/1998/en/act/pub/0021/index.html
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/1998/en/act/pub/0021/index.html

Amendment of section 3 of Act of 2000

5.

Section 3 of the Act of 2000 is amended in subsection (2) by the insertion of the
following after paragraph (j):

“(k) that one has a disadvantaged socio-economic status and the other

E3]

has not (the “socio-economic ground”).”.

Short title, collective citation and commencement

6.

(1) This Act may be cited as the Equality (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2017.

(2) The Employment Equality Act 1998, as amended and sections 2 and 3 may be cited
together as the Employment Equality Acts 1998 to 2017.

(3) The Equal Status Act 2000, as amended and sections 4 and 5 may be cited together as
the Equal Status Acts 2000 to 2017.

(4) This Act shall come into operation on such day or days as the Minister for Justice and
Equality may appoint by order.
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